THE BLACK PRINCE, THE FAIR MAID & THE CHANTRY

A Mediaeval Romance

Visitors to-the crypt of Canterbury cathedral, especially those interested
inv architecture; sometimes enquire why the chapel below the soutiv-
east transept is known as the Chantry of the Black Prince & why ity
stonework differs so- much from the rest of the crypt.

The background storvy would have sold many a tabloid newspaper hads
such publications existed in fourteentivcentury England - perhaps one
might hawve beew called the Daily Chaivv-Mail

The lady invthe case, the Princess of Wales, mother of the heir to-the
thwone, had o famously complicated love life. In his Tales of Englishv
History, Robert Lacey describes her as “The first beauttfild & controversial
Princess of Wales”

She way described by Jeaw Froissout, av leading French gossip-writer of
the davy, as

“envson tempsla plus belle de toutlla royauwlme d'Etngleterre
et la plus amoureuse”

“in her day the most beautiful woman in all the Kingdow of England
- & the most amorous”

In the north aisle of the nave - said to be
Joan of Kent — compare with the picture on
the last page

A decade or so-before mawrying the Prince of Wales; Jooun had beevv
contracted in mawriage to-two-other mew - simultoaneously - wntil the
Pope chose between them.

The story goes something like this..........
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Edward I, King of England (& Wales & Ireland - & of Scotland i all
but naume) had two-wives: firstly the Spanishv princess; Eleanor of
Castile &, secondly, Mawrgaret o princess of Fronce:. Edwawrd, the Black
Prince; way Eleanor's great-grandsow & Joouv his bride was Margaret’s
granddaunghler - see the chowt below

tleanor of Caustile (1) = KingEdwawrd I = (2) Margawet of France

| |
Isabellow of France = King Edwowd 1T Edmund of Woodstock = Mawrgauwet

Wake
| towl of Kent | daughier of
| | Bawron Wake o
| | of Liddell
|

King Edwawrd III = Philippov of Hainauwlt

| |
Edward The Black Prince = Joaw “The Fair Maid of Kent”

|
King Richewd IT

Jooaws half-uncle Edward IT was deposed (& probably muwdered) by
his wife Queerv Isabellow (the she-wolf of France) who-then ruled
England withv her lover Roger Movtimer, for a while, invthe noune of
her sonwKing Edword II1I.

Because of hig loyal opposition to-this uswrpation of his half-brother's
thwone, Joaw's father Edmund of Woodstock, Eawrl of Kent, was
executed in Mawrch 1330 for “high treasow’

The ovphaned Joowv aged 18 months was put under “howse arrest” withv
her mother & sister at Salisbuwry castle &, inv later years, was takev into-
the howsehold of Queen Philippay;, wife of Joouv's half-cousiny King
tdward III. There her beauty caught the eye (the one exposed eye) of
a young soldier, Thomas Holland, who-had taken to-wearing a silks
eye patch after hawving vowed to-use only one eye until he had proveds
his militowy valowr inv France.

In 14" Century England the King's courtiers weve frequently at wawr inv
France; pursuing their monawrch's clavim to-the thwone of that country.

Since time immemorial; soldiers going to-war have faced big
questions: Iy it fair to-marry her befove I leave 7 What i I don't come
back ? Will she still want me i I do-?” Surely, even thewn, to-answer
these questions with the legendouwy chautity -belt would have been av
strange & wusual option.

Young Thomas Holland, had very different ideas - perhaps, more
importantly, the 12year-old Joow did.
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Inthe quaint language of the historians; they dealt with the matter
“by contract & cohabdtation’, thoughv it trawvupived that, at furst, there
was for more of the former thaw the latter - quite right, yow might say,
whew the bride was so- young, but child-brides were as commorn inv
mediaeval England as they arve inv some communities to-day.

Following anv informal wedding ceremony conducted “by the words of
those present” the betrothed bridegroom left to-fight inthe King's wars
thwough 6 long years.

Off the coast of Flanders, he took part inthe fumous battle of Sluwys -
the first set-piece nawal battle of mediaeval Western Ewrope & the first
of Etngland s resounding victories at seo.

Rather mundane bovder control inv Gascory followed Ethewn the
campaign culminating in the foumows victory at Crecy, where Holland
fought inthe division of the King's 16 yeauw-old sown - the Prince of
Wales.

Holland's position at cowt was based upow his status as seneschal or
steward invthe household of Willioun de Montacute, (Montagu) 2"*
Earl of Salisbuwy, but though Holland was awary at the wars, his
mauster stayed behind.

It was surely natwral for the lonely teenaged “Fair Maids of Kent “ (her
sobriquet derived from her late father's title) to-remain invthe
houwsehold of the noble Tarl.

The Earl, invthe euphemistic language of o bygone age “offered his
protection.” Iw other words, he behaved towawds Joon as “countiers” in
those days often dids - & sometimes still do. Disregarding any notiow
of chivalry, the Eawl “counted” the intended bride of his absent stewowd
& entered into- v mawriage contract withyher. The young lady's
attitude to-these new arrangementy can only be guessed at, but we do-
have some evidence:.

In Salisbury's defence, it should be added that some authorities
declawe that Joanw's contract with- Holland had been kept secret, & that
her guowdions supported her mawriage withv Salisbury, but thig versiow
s unsupported by subsequent eventsy.

Very soow after the contiract with Salisbury had beenw consummated ivv
a formal mawriage ceremony, Holland returned, demanding
fulfdment of his oww prior contractual rights.

The Eowl would not back doww & the matter way referred to-Pope
Clement VI at Avignow for adjudication. Meawnwhile Sal isbury locked
Joaw away - maKing clear to-everyone - thenw & now - where she stood
in the matter.
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The formal process requiving a full Papal Commission, was alimost
interminable; the ongoing hundred yeors waw - inv pursuance of King
tdwowrd s claim to-the thwone of France - in whichy Holland had lately
been engaged against the King of France,; will hawe added some
piquancy to-the debate; the waw zone was not that fow from the Papal
cowt at Avignon.

Meavwhile, we canv imagine the atmosphere - & the gossip - v
England' s Royal cowrt - with the Black deativ raging thwrough England
at the time; the scandal must hawve beenw v welcome change of topic

Ow 3™ May 1348 Salisbury was ordered by the Pope to- release Joowrv
fromv her “protective custody”

Almost o yeaw later, on St George's Day 1349, though the Black Deativ
was St rampant inv England;, King Edwoard held a great towrnament
at Windsor to- mark the inauguration of his Order of the Gawter, which
became England’'s premier ovder of chivalrvy. (see separate note)

Joow's two- husbands were bothy made founder membery & they fought
ow opposing sides - Salisbury was one of the King's knighty & Holland
rode invthe Black Prince s troop. Their wwesolved dispute must have
added piquancy to-the occasion

Ow 13" November inthat yeor the Papal Commission (headed by
Cavdinal Adhemar) declowed that Sir Thomas Holland had wow the
day - or rather the lady - the Salisbury mowriage was ovvudled.

Aged 21, nine yeors after her furst mawriage contract with Holland,
Joonw would hawve beenw more thon ready for normal mawried life.

Three yeawy later, Joow's brother died. Since he was childless, theiv
father's Earldom of Kent (& their mother's Bawony of Liddell) passed to-
Joaw ivvher oww right. After v delay of 8 yeawrs, the style & title of Eawl
of Kent was eventuoldly granted to-Joanw's husband, Sir Thomas
Holland,, just months before he died.

Thus as daghter, sister & wife of successive Eawlsy of Kent it is no-
suwprise that she is st knoww as “the Fair Maid?” of our county. This
appellatiow i unique in England's history - there has never beew
another.

Joaw's precipitate determination to- marry agaivy barely months into-
her widowhood;, may be explained by her concerw for her childrews
protectiow - she & Thomas had produced 6.

Beautiful Joan was now aged 32 - middle-aged in 14% century
England, but her dark eyes, perfect features & long anbuwrn hair were

fomous &, as gossiping colwmmnisty might put it to-day, she had
cevtaindy “beenv around’”.



Arms of the Black Prince on the vault of his Chantry

Her new “love-interest” will have set tongues wagging. Prince Edward,
a dashing & victorious soldier, was heir to-the throne; the second
English prince to-bear the title Prince of Wales, & England’'s most
eligible bachelor. Two-years younger thow Joany, he had groww up
withy her at cowt; his pet name for her, recorvded ivv hig private papers;
whew he was just 18, was “Jeannette’.

A mawriage contract way signed & dispensation sought from Pope
Innocent VI at Avignow. This was requived becouse of their close
kinship (half-cousing once removed) & Edwawrd's role as godfather to-
the sony of his intended bride. Moveover, Salisbury was s6ill alive.

childrew of the heir of the thwone - as pointed out unkindly by o
French chwonicler of the time; the nickname “Maid of Kent” rang
somewhat hollow whew applied to-this mother of six. Thoughv
apparently fond of Edward & Joon, the King & Queen were not inv
fovour of the mawriage:.

Working much faster thawn his predecessor had done with Joouw's
previous mawitad complications, Pope Innocent VI, conscious of Prince
tdward's claim to- sovereignty over all France (including Avignon,)
granted o speedy dispersation & the happy pair were wed inv October
1361 - withinv 10 months of the deativ of her previows husband.

Expressing his gratitude for the Papal fovowr (& penance for having
anticipated the dispersation by entering into- o mawriage contract inv
advance of thig decision) the Prince made arrangementy for the
rededication & remodelling of o side chapel at Canterbury cathedval
- the southv east transept invthe crypt.



Green Man on the Chantry vault

- symbol of fertility

The make~over inthe latest architectuwral style to-which the chapel was
subjected; makes av strong contrast to- ity equivalent on the opposite
side of the building. The ponderouws Normowv style of the

novth-east transept, coupled with lack of sunlight, make it seesm
davker & smaller. Neawrly 650 yeary later, the difference remaing
strikKing.

The chapel was re-named the chantry of the Black Prince & ity twinv
altowry (formerly dedicated to-sainty Audoew (ov Ouen) & Paulinuis)
were re-dedicated respectively to-the Virgin Mawy & the Holy Trinity -
having been borw onw Trinity Sunday, Edwoard made the Trinity o
pawticulow focus of his piety.

Provistonw was made for two-chaplaing who-would celebrate mass at
the chapel's twin altowrs to-thank Almighty God & the Pope his eartily
representotive for the fovowr of gronting permissiov for Joouwv and her
Edwawrd to- maury. They werve to-pray also-for the souls of the Prince’s
immediate forbears. A joint annual stipend of 40 mawks was provided
(£26 135 4d or, in modern money, £26.66) - 8/d per day for each
chaplaiv - av generous suuwm whew 1d per day was normal elsewhere.

Funds were also- set aside for the chaplaing housing. The site of their'
house cowv st be identified by two-buildings;, whose nounes refer to-the
Chantry, standing at the novtivend of what is knoww today as King
Streef.
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The following swmmer, King Edward I11 irwested the new bridegroom
with the title of Prince of Aquitaine & Gascony. In Bordeaux, capital
of that region; Joow & Edward mainfained count for 8 years while
Edward pursued his life of wnwemitting wowr. Mostly of course he was
battling against the French, but inv 1366 he became embroiled invov
campaigw to- reinstate Pedro; King of Castile upon the thwone which
had been usurped by Pedro s ilegitimate half-brother Herwy
Trastamare. Edword returned to-Bordeaur victorious but much
poorer ivvpocket & much weakened inv healti.

In 1371, broken-hearted following the deativ of their elder son (young
prince Edward) at the age of 7, Joouwv & Edward with their suwviving
son Prince Richard of Bordeaux; retuwrned to-England. Edwoawrd
resigned the principality of Aquitaine & Gascony during the next year.
Shattered inv healtiv & fortune, he never recovered. Borw onw Trinity
Sunday in 1330, he died on Trinity Sunday in 1376

His wishy was to- be buried near his chantry invthe crypt of the
cathedral invthe Lady chapel immediately below the High Altawr, but
these instructions were overruled &neowrly 4 months after his death, at
Michaelimas - his widow's 48 birthday, he was laid to-rest “upstoirs”
invthe Trinity chapel - aposition of honowr beside the shwine of
Thomas Becket - under av canopy decorated withvthe Trinity symbol.

Almost precisely o yeowr later Prince Edwawd was followed to-the grave
by his father & the thwone passed down two-generations to-Prince
Richowd of Bordeaux. Said to-have inherited his mother's beauty &
her pleasure-loving temperament & lately irwested withv his father's
titles: Prince of Wales, Duke of Corrwall & Eawl of Chester, the lad
became; at the age of 10, England's King Richowd IT

The Dowager Princess of Wales, avkind of de facto- Queen Mother, Joowv
was beveft of her remaining child; who-was held fast inthe hands of
her vawious brothers-in-low, notably Johw of Gaunt, who- strove withv
his brothers to-rule England in their nephew Richawd's name.

In her remaining years, Joowv suffered diminishing power &
increasing sadness. Irv 1381, whilst King Richawd struggled to-free
himself from the power & influence of his uncles; the Peasanty revolt
erupted; like o ivwading awmy, hordes of rebels covwerged upovw
Londow.

According to-one account, the Princess; retuwning to-Londow from av
pilgrimage round the shwines of Kent, was overtaken by the rebels who-
subjected her & her pauty to- ribaldd behawviowr (including kissing the
Princess) but let her go-
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Joaw thew ensconced herself with- the Royal pauwty inthe Tower of
London. Though the rebels had reached London; the elderly &
overweight princess (described by the chwonicler Thomas of
Walsinghaw as “devoted to-pleaswre & so-fat from eating that she
could scarcely walk’” ) was perhaps wnwilling or unable to-travel
further. She probably considered herself safe within the wally of the
royal fortress, but she was wrong.

TaKing refuge witivher were Sir Robert Hales, Treasuwrer of England
(collector of the hated poll taw of a shilling from every adwlt) & Simon
Theobald or Tybald of Sudbury, the unpopulor Archbishop of
Canterbury, who, as England’'s Chancellor & ally of Johw of Gaunt, was
long regawded by the relbels as the source of much of their woes. The
rebely gained access to-the Tower without much difficulty; perhaps the
guowds were sympathetic to-the rebel cause. The archbishop & the
treasurer were dragged out for public beheading on Tower Hill.

In contrast, the elderly Princess; suffered only humiliatiow - & great
fear. One authority tells usy “matirem regis ad oscuda abont” - perhaps
o echo- of the incident on the road described above. The Tower was
roavsacked - the king's bed was overturned & the princess’'s torn to-
pieces; frightening her so- much that she fainted. Allowed to-leawve viav
the Watergate; she fled withv her household to-the storehouse near St
Paul's knoww as the King's Wawdrobe.

Joaw's 14 yeaw old sonw King Richawd showed courage by confronting
the rebelsy at Smithfield; where inv his presence; their leader Wat Tyler
wag stabbed fatally by the Lovd Mayor of Londow.

Severe thougdv her hovror at these eventy must have been, the peasants
roughv chivalry suwely tells us that Joan was populowr with the commonry
people:

This was perhaps due inv pawt to-her support for the Lollawd initiators of
the Reformatiow i England led by Johw Wycliffe, resulting inv a Bull
in 1377 from Pope Clement XI wowrning King Richowd & the awristocracy
of England against the espousal of heresy.

Joawy diplomatic skills were used move thavw once to-heal quarrels
between her sonw King Richowd & his uncle Johwv of Gaunt - quasrels
which; some years after Joowvy death, ended with the depositiov of
Richawrd by Gaunl's sonw who- becaume King Hevrwy IV.

Joanw's courage was shownw again whewn, towards the end of her life; she
pleaded for four days with King Richawrd to- spawe the life of his half-
brother Johw Holland, who-was condemmned to- deathv for murdering
Lovd Stafford, o fovourite of the Queen.
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Before Richawd relented & granted Holland o pardon, the strain of 4
days continuous confrontation had brokew their mother's heaut; she
died at Wallingford in August 1385 & was buwied beside the toml- of
her first husband inv her chapel at the chuwchv of the Grey Friaws Minor
at Stamford (destroyed at the Dissolution)

Probalbly nowadays the place where she i remembered most oftesv is inv
the chapel which commemorates her second mawriage - to-Edward,; the
Black Prince, whose panegyrist described her thas:

Une dame de grant pris
qe belle fuist, plesante et sage

A lady of great price
who-was beauntiful, pleasant & wise

RIP

In the Chantry - said to be Joan of Kent

— compare with the picture on the front

PS  Upstairs, fowr away from the sound of hymng & prayery in the language of
hig enemies; the Prince might rest move easily were it not for the occupant of v
neighbowring tomb: on the opposite side of Becket's sanctuowy, lies Edward's
cousiny King Herwy IV, who- usurped the thwone & nmuwdered King Richowd II -
Prince Edward's younger sow

Michael H Peters

Michaelmas 2009
arwmiversawy of the bivthv of Joaw & the burial of Edwawrd



