Walloons & Huguenoty in Caonterbury & East Kent
“profitable & gentle strangers ought to-be welcomed & not grudged at”
Matthew Pavker, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1559-75
(son of a Novwich weawer)

1561 a conmumunity gathered in Sandwich

1567-8 another community begouv in Canterbury

Numbers fluctuated but, at times, they amouwnted to-between one half & one
third of the entire city population. They were entirely self-sufficient &
appointed some of their own commumnity to-control morals & behowviour.
Relations with the indigenous population were usually very good. It is worthv
mentioning that the several rioty in Canterbury's streety between the
Benedictine monks & supporters of St Augustine’s Abbey & Chwristchuwrch
Cathedval Priovy were never enulated.

Though City regulations restricted their comumercial life; the refugees
practised o wide vauwiety of occupations - essentiol to-any independent
commnuamwity.

The largest nuwmber were weawers & those who-prepawred the wool for weaving,
The clothv was sealed by the City authovities (at the cost of afew pence per
piece) & mawvketed wholesale to-the City's native Freemew . Variouws materials
were produced & new names were irwented periodically to-help sales. The
recovds mentionw many names; some wwecognisable to-day - arras, baies or
boyes; (baige ?) bombagine; bowrrois, cafas, Canterbury musling, chambetts;
combagines; cotton, damask, diaper, froty, mauntes, passementerie (fringes;
braid, ribbons & laces) rashes, (not, as yow might think; a rough-textured
cloth, but silk wovenw withv wool) sackcloth, saies ov savyes, (sevge) Flovence
sevges;, Orleans serges; silk mouquade; staommets, taffeto, tapestry, tiffanies
silky, worsted (& ity vawrianty). One naune withy v obvious mawketing slant is
“perpetuance.”

Woollenw clotivpredominated in the Walloow years; silk becaune more comwmorv
inthe Huguenot period.

In 1583-93 there were avound 800 looms inv Canterbury. After o decline,
(for demographic & comumercial reasons), numbers rose agair as morve
refugees flooded inv& by 1685 there were over 1,000 A decade later there
were only about 200 left. (Complainanty blamed cheap importy from
abroad, especially Asia, which weve then bovwmned by Act of Parliounent)

By 1710, the number had risenwto- 334, runw by 58 master weawvers., but inv
1786 they had fallenw againto-200. Johw Callaway Master of the City Sillk
Weawvers;, thew reivwigorated the induwstry for aw while by his inwention of
Canterbury musling. Reversing the silk weavers customawy opposition to-
wovew cotton, he began to-weave silk withv Richard Arkwright’s cotton twist.
After yeary of prosperity, fashions changed again & by 1800 only 10 weavers
remained. By 1837 there were none: PTO
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Around 1896 Miss C F Philpotty & Miss K Holmes established a weaving school on the
second floor of 39 High Street - one of the few in the main thoroughfowre
appropriately capped withv a Flemishv gable -now occupied by “Piggza Hut”. “Women &
girly from amongst the poor of the city, who-had need of employment were takew in.”
Perhaps the first floor window was enlawged to- ity present sige to-provide extro light
for the weavers.

The establishment thwived & by 1899 had removed to-Johw Callaoway's old building
beside the King's bridge - hence ity name to-day - “The Weavers”
Recordy indicate ity use for weawving in 16" century; beneath the floor boards were
found fragmenty of silk- looms, pieces of raw silk, wool & bobbing.
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tventually 30 weawvers were employed; working 28 looms. The establishiment closed inv
1914.

Other producty particudowrly associated with refugees were awrmowr, bricks, tiles;, &
Flanders pots.

In Fawvershouw (withv 2 Conformist Fremch chuwrches) they made gunpowder.

Neawr Maidstone (v Dutch chuwch stood beside to-day's Musewmn gauwdens) they made
white & broww paper.

Some cordwainer refugees produced “Spanishv’ leather; interesting name for Walloow
refugees to- use inv the circuumstances.

They were renowned for horticultuwre: It iy sometimes said that they introduced

celery to-Kent as well as coanrrots, sugaw beet & vawiows forms of cabbage including
cadiflower & Brussels sprouts.

Owr Kentishv hops originated in Flanders though they crossed owr shores rather
eavlier thaw the refugees.

Finally we shouldd remember the Flemish gables which ador so-mowny fowrmhouses &
cottages - a distinctive awchitectual feature of our County.

Michael H Petersy August 2006



