FRENCH WALLOON CHURCH CANTERBURY

3" September 1664
by command of His Graciows Majesty Chharles Il

Whereas we are certainly nformed that for above tHrese 20
yearesy last post, there have been great and scandalowy dinisions
amongst those of the Walloone Natiow, that live uv and about
the City of Canterbury, Hhey having seporoted Hemselves eaciv
fromw other and made two severall Congregationy of tieir owwn
accord, without any lawfull Awthority, and tHrat their
onwumositiesy ol grow to- suchv an ight; thot the Peace of the
Towne did often runne much hazard therehy, and that o way
umpossible during all that tume for Hie Munistery of the otiver
Stranger Clhuawches foo bring them too any Agreement (o
consioerable number of them, withv one Plhilippe le Keww Heir
Minister decaring thenmselves [ndependents, and breaking
Comumnion withv theilr Brethuren rother then Hiey wowld obey
He Injonctlons of thelr Swperiours, wherewpon Hiey were by
them declared Schvismoticks:) And thot wnot withutonding we
had since Our Returne, by meanes of He Mayor and Aldermen
of the City therewnto appointed, composed all their former
Mfferences & rewnifed them all v one and the same
Congregation yet new divisions being risen amongst them, and
we hoving appointfed the Deane and Chapter of Clhuwists-
Churchhe, to- hearve them (as way by the said le Kenw desired) ot
way reported by tHie saldl Deane and Chapter; that theire
differences (by reason of their great Animosities) seemeod to-
them urreconcidiable, and being so- found by a great number of
themselves, Mr Peeter Jannon one of their Ministers, ano witiv
voluntarly and freely suwbmidt fo- Hhe Government of the
Chawwehe of England, and embrace the Lutwrgic tiereof, wnto
whhich they forthwitiv conformed themselves;, But Hie otirers
that followed e Kewx formerly un his Independent woy,
refusing to- joyne withv their Brethuwen un their wiholesome and
Laundable Conformity to- the Chuarchv Of England, hove as We



oare nformed: by twe Mayor of Canterbury and ofiver owr
Officery boldly and wwarrantably preswmed withouwt any
lawfull Authority, to- meete Like Fanaticks i a private Howuse,
to- the disturbonce of the publick Peace; Wherefore we reguive
the Mayor of Coanterbury and Justices of the Peace within and
withowt the City, and all other owr Ministery and Officiers Un
Hhose parts, to- forbid them to- meete any more hereafter; And un
punishument; according to- e Act of Parliament for Uniformity
for Gods Worship; They being none of those stranger Clhuarcies
that are exempted of the Penalties of tie said Act, there never
hawving been more than one onely Congregation of Walloones
allowed at Conterbury, by owr Royal Predecessours, the wiriciv
howve voluntordy and of thewr owne accord, above twelfe
moneties ago, conformed to- the Churche of England, wnto-
which we require and enjoyne all Hre said Walloones of wiat
condition and guality soever, to- joyne Hhemselves, as the onely
meanes of being hereafter in Peace and unity togetirer, and
avoilding the scandalows divisions that formerly have been
amongst them. And becawse the number of them wivo- hWitiverto
separated themselves s considerable, we owt of our tender care
of theire edification, dot herehy allow them the Liberty of
choosing to- themselves, one or more Ministers, os tivey shall best
Uke to- joyne withv the other to- be Munistery to- them all in
Mfferently un one and the same Congregation, withouwt any
manner of distinction provided Hie salod Ministers be approved
by the Archbuiop of Canterbury, as Orthodox, conformable
ool mewn of good Life. And that wiren they are so- unitfed, they
contripute eaci of them, according to- iy meanes towards tie
maintenance botiv of Heir Miunisters, and of Hose wivo- are poor
and distressed amongst them. Which being by themw performec
accordingly, Ouwr WUL and Pleaswre s that they be free
hereafter of all manner of Taxes for the Poore of tive Englisiv
Naotiow, as formerly tihey were before the late troubles, tirey
mointfoining thelr owne poore, as aforesaio owt of their owne
meoanes, wuthout any charge to- the PoarUhes where they lLve



respectively. Lastly Ouwr fuurtiver WUL and Pleasure Uy, that flrst
of all, the Plate for the Comunion and Bookes belonging to- the
sadol Congregation be forthwitiv restored for the wse of tie same,
unto- the Churche-Wavdens by those wivo- are deteynersy of the
saldl Plate and Bookesy: And un case of denyall That Hey be
prosecuted agoainst, according to- the Law, as wnjust deteyners of
other menly goods; for witich this shall be to- the said Mayor of
Canterbury ond Justices of Peace there, and all otihver Owur
Ministers, Officers and Loving sibjects a sufficient Warront ond
Aischarge. Given wnder ovr signe Manuall and Privy Signett at
Owr Counrt at Whitehall Hhis 30 of September in the 14t yeare
of owr Rewgne.

By His Majesty's Commanod

Edum~ Nicholas



